2       AWAKENING OF A CONTINENT

before us in that vast congeries of people we
call India a long, slow march, in uneven stages
through all the centuries from the fifth to the
twentieth. Stupendous indeed, and to guide
that transition with sympathy, political wisdom
and courage, with a sense of humanity, duty
and national honour, may well be called a glorious
mission."

This vast movement extends not only through-
out a nation, but throughout a continent. Each
of the leading nations in Asia has had its ancient
classical education for the favoured few, but
this has neither leavened nor lifted the life of
the masses. On the mainland of Asia not one
man in ten and not one woman in a hundred
can read and write. The new education is
bringing a new uplift to the nations, and is
beginning to affect not only the intellectual but
also the physical, economic, political, social,
moral and religious life.

The countries of Asia are to-day in, a plastic
and formative stage. Ancient social systems
and religious sanctions are being changed or
destroyed, while the new foundations for life
are not yet adequately established. Asia is
facing a supreme crisis. The influences to which
she now responds will largely determine not
simply her own future history as a continent, but,
indirectly, the future history of the whole world.